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Critical Thinking Response
1. Describe how you searched for an international source, provide a brief summary, and supply the reference
To obtain an international source, I browsed the Google scholar website and searched “health care system.” I was presented with lots of articles and research papers by scholars from America and around the world. I chose the reference “Davies, A., & Wood, L. J. (2018). Homeless health care: meeting the challenges of providing primary care” to use in this paper. I chose the paper since it was recently published, and it touches on equitable access to healthcare, which is one of the problems facing healthcare systems worldwide. 
2. How did you determine that the source was not from the United States?
I identified that the source is not from the U.S by looking at the journal that it belongs to. The paper is from the medical journal of Australia, showing that it is from Australia and not the U.S.A. 
3. How did the perspective of the international scholar compare with your perspective as a U.S. citizen?
The paper focuses on the relationship between healthcare access and homelessness. According to Davies and Wood (2018), healthcare costs are a significant cause of homelessness in Australia. The authors argue that programs like the National Alliance to End Homelessness can drastically reduce the healthcare inequities faced by the homeless in Australia.  However, there are no proper cut-out systems and procedures to ensure that the homeless get the much-needed care when they need it most rather than when it is too late (Davies &Wood, 2018). The perspective of the scholars is that with proper systems, homelessness and unequal access to healthcare can be reduced if not eliminated. This compares to my perspective as a U.S citizen in that I believe the same can be applied to the U.S healthcare system, where equitable access to healthcare is a problem. I believe that if proper programs are put in place, unequal access to healthcare on the basis of race and age can be reduced significantly to ensure every American, whether by birth or by application, gets equal access to healthcare.
4. How might different systems of health care affect research productivity and ways that a nation uses evidence in its health policy?
Healthcare research is essential as it helps identify the changes in the healthcare system and develop systems that are up to date with the changes identified during research. Research productivity greatly depends on the friendliness of the rules that govern research and how often findings of such research are implemented. A country that implements changes in its healthcare system often based on research outcomes has higher research productivity than a country that rarely implements changes based on research findings. The healthcare system in Australia ranks among the best around the world. This is mainly because the Australian healthcare system is often subject to change based on changes determined by research and the benefit of such research findings to the healthcare system. The Australian healthcare system is subject to change based on research, making its research productivity high (Dixit & Sambasivan, 2018). Contrarily, in the U.S, the healthcare system rarely implements research findings despite the existence of various research that can help better the provision of healthcare in the country. This makes the research productivity in the country to be low as research findings are rarely implemented. This means that the problems faced in the past, like inequitable access to healthcare, persist in the present time. 
5. Will you seek international sources of evidence to inform your practice? Why or why not?
I will use international sources of evidence to support my practice. This is because healthcare is worldwide, and a practitioner has to know what happens in other countries to determine the effectiveness of the healthcare system of their country of practice. However, culture is an essential factor to consider when using international sources of evidence. 
6. How might culture influence how you might use a particular source of evidence?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Different cultures have different beliefs about the causes of illness and death that may be incorporated in scholar’s research (Patcher, 1994). Therefore, international evidence must be used with utmost caution to prevent applying evidence that is based on cultural beliefs rather than scientific research.
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